i88                      AMONG THE DRUSES

those English; among them it is fashionable to eat birds
with the fingers!"

The days we spent #t Anz are among our best memories
of Arabia. They gave us an opportunity, too, of further
contact with the unchanged life in the remoter villages
of the DjebeL

One afternoon Hussein Pasha took me to Liheh to at-
tend a village court where the old Druse justice was being
administered. It was in the mukTiaad of the chief elder,
who was to act as judge. Other of the sheiks and elders
sat with him. The complainant, a Christian farmer from
the Hauran, stood before them, bewailing the fact that
he had been robbed of four camel-loads of grain in this
same village the night before. He was permitted to in-
troduce Druse witnesses to support his statements. After
a conference, the chief elder rendered judgment: "Even
though it may not have been a Druse who robbed you;
even though a Bedouin or other stranger may have been
the guilty one, the shame and responsibility are upon us,
since in the village you were our guest. From the village
common stores an equal amount of grain will be imme-
diately returned to you, and we ask you now formally to
accept our apologies."

Afterward, apparently as a minor detail, the elders set
about trying to find the thief.

I asked Hussein Pasha what punishments were ulti-
mately inflicted on offenders. He said: "In Souieda there
are jails under the French law, but we have no jails or
prisons here. If the offender is a stranger, he is fined and
never permitted to come into the Djebel Druse again. If
he is a Druse* he is likewise fined. If his fault is forgiv-